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Geographical vocabulary |
need to learn

The Amazon Basin
Subject Knowledge

The Amazon Basin is a large region within the
continent of South America, drained by the River
Amazon and its tributaries. It is covered by rich
equatorial rainforest. Within the rainforest live
small groups of indigenous people. Manaus is a
large city on the banks of the Amazon with a
population of 2 million people. Itis 1600 kms
from the Atlantic Ocean, yet the river is still 8 kms
wide. The Amazon rainforest is the largest in the
world with 60% found in Brazil. It covers 6% of the
earth’s surface. Deforestation is a major threat to
the ecosystem and contributes to climate change.
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the variety of plants and
animals in a place

a distinct part of a
continent or country

thick forest with a
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WHY DO | NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE AMAZON BASIN?

Key questions to
consider

How would | describe the
physical landscape?

What human features
would | see?

How is the Amazon Basin a
fragile and threatened
ecosystem?

How can | help protect the
rainforest?

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

Understand the location of the Amazon Basin region.
Evaluate the role of the rainforest in climate change.
Examine the diversity in the rainforest.

Make connections between key physical and human features
in the rainforest.

Appreciate the size and importance of the River Amazon.

Use relevant geographical vocabulary.

Investigate how the people of the rainforest live and make a
living.

Use evidence to justify opinions about deforestation.




