
Understanding 
Reading 

(Comprehension)
• Being able to read does not mean you 
understand what you read.

• Your child might sound like a good 
reader, but may not necessarily 
understand what the text means.

• The best way to develop understanding is 
to talk about texts.



Reading requires two
skills

 

Phonics and Word 
Recognition

The ability to 
recognise words 
presented in and 
out of context.

The ability to 
blend letter 

sounds (phonemes) 
together to read 

words.

Understanding

The ability to 
understand the meaning 

of the words and 
sentences in a text.

The ability to
understand the ideas, 
information and themes 

in a text.

If a child understands 
what they hear, they 
will understand the 

same information when 





Vocabulary
• Vocabulary is key to reading comprehension. Readers cannot 

understand what they are reading without knowing what 
most of the words mean. 

Key strategies: 

- Identify root word

- Look - before, at, and after the new word 

- Substitute the word

- Use the context of the text







Answers should be evidence-based. This is a whole 
school focus.





Little John stops people 
crossing the bridge unless they 
pay him.  If they do not pay, 
then he robs them. 



flurry, erupted

unnatural

a few steps

another staff

He is accepting of his fate – he feels like he 

will have to fight him now.

They are carrying bows, they are walking long 

distances, they fight with a staff, there is a bridge 

tax, which is not the norm for modern day.



Hearing your child read

• Choose a quiet time and give your child your full attention

• Give support if required using the strategies explained earlier

• Explain the meaning of new words

• Talk about the text using open questions

• Make reading visible - have books available in your home

• Share books every day / talk about books

• Check reading record comments (3 comment per week)


