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WHAT IS TESTED?

•The key stage 2 English grammar, 

punctuation and spelling test is designed 

to assess grammar, punctuation, language 

strategies and spelling. 

• Language strategies refers to words and 

word building (including synonyms, 

antonyms, prefixes and suffixes). 



WHAT IS TESTED?

• present and past progressive (eg. was playing, were playing) 

• verbs in the perfect form (eg. had bought)

• modal verbs (eg. will buy, may buy, could buy)

• adverbials (eg. Before we left, we ….)

• determiners (eg. much, a, an, the)

• relative clauses (eg. that was moving)

• subordinate clauses (eg. even though he wasn’t well)

• subordinating conjunctions and prepositions (eg. before)

• conjunctions (and, or, but)

• subjunctive verb forms (eg. I wish I were free…)



WHAT IS TESTED?

• question tags (eg. shouldn’t you?)

• commas to clarify meaning (eg. Are you coming to see, Yusuf? Are you 

coming to see Yusuf?)

• commas after fronted adverbials (eg. Full of excitement, the 

children entered the room at the start of their lesson.) 

• punctuation for parenthesis (eg. dashes or commas or brackets)

• punctuating bullet points 



QUESTIONS

Short answer questions: These questions are similar to the preceding 

short answer questions, but linked to a text. To keep the reading demand 

appropriate for a test of grammar and punctuation, the text is broken 

into chunks, with two or three items linked to each chunk.

Punctuation insertion: These questions require the insertion of 

punctuation marks that have been omitted from a short text. The spaces 

for the missing marks are highlighted, so that it is clear where to add 

punctuation. 

Word class identification: These questions require the identification 

of the correct grammatical word class of a number of words highlighted 

in a short text. 

Error correction: These questions require the correction of a number 

of errors highlighted in a short text. Each error relates to one word.



TEST TIMINGS/MARKS

• The test will consist of two parts, in two papers: 

• Paper 1: short answer questions is a combined question and answer 

booklet. There are no contextual items in the test. Pupils will have 45 

minutes to answer the questions which are worth 50 marks in total. 

• Paper 2: spelling consists of a test transcript to be read by the test 

administrator and an answer booklet for pupils to complete 20 

missing words. The test is expected to take approximately 15 minutes, 

but is not strictly timed. The questions are worth 20 marks in total. 



SOME EXAMPLES OF QUESTIONS FROM PAPER 1









MARKS REQUIRED TO PASS

We do not know what the pass mark will be this year, but we are 

able to use last year’s to give us an idea.

Last year

Raw score of 36 = scaled score of 100 (up by 1 from previous 

year)

Raw score of 55 = scaled score of 110(GDS)



SPELLING-Y5-6 WORDS

• Words containing the letter-string ough

• Words with ‘silent’ letters 

• Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei after c 

• Homophones and other words that are often confused

• Endings which sound like /ʃəs/ spelt –cious or –tious

• Words ending in –able and –ible

• Words ending in –ably and –ibly

• Endings which sound like /ʃəl/ (eg. official)

• Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words ending in –fer

• Use of the hyphen

• Words ending in –ant, –ance/–ancy, –ent, –ence/–ency

• Plus year 3-4 words



SPELLING TEST!

(gps revision booklets)



ANSWERS



HOW CAN YOU HELP?

• Ensure your child learns their spellings

• Complete homework – use revision guides to 
help

• Insist on accurate grammar

• Ask children not to use slang at times

• Fun games
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Some useful revision links:

http://www.arcademics.com/games/spelling-bees/spelling-
bees.html
http://www.saveteacherssundays.com/spelling-games/year-
6/472/
http://www.usingenglish.com/quizzes/248.html
http://www.grammarbook.com/punctuation/colons.asp
http://depts.dyc.edu/learningcenter/owl/exercises/colons_ex1.h
tm
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/arts/exercises/grammar/grammar_tut
orial/page_04.htm
http://www.spellzone.com/games/index.cfm?wordlist=113
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